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Portrait of a Graduate

A student’s journey to achieving excellence in the Omaha Public Schools

A game of Simon Says brought the entire fifth grade class to
their feet for a brain break at Hartman Elementary.

“We’re going to play Simon Says,” said Brady Starkweather,
who had just joined Hartman Elementary as a teacher.
“Everyone, stand up!”

Sher Mu Ku jumped from her chair with her classmates.

“Simon didn’t say stand,” Starkweather exclaimed, receiving
a collective sigh.

The fun played out on a video recorded in 2016. It’s a year
Sher Mu Ku remembers fondly, thanks to Starkweather.

“He was very engaging,” she recalled. “The class really felt
like a family rather than just your peers or acquaintances. He
really made that connection big and the memories impactful.”

Fast forward to April 2024. Sher Mu Ku, a senior at Northwest
High, waited outside the door of a different Omaha Public
Schools classroom, ready to surprise Starkweather. She
wanted to let him know the difference he made in her
education.
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“Oh my gosh, no way!” said Brady Starkweather in awe, as
Sher Mu Ku walked into his classroom.

The surprise meet-up at Forest Station Elementary was the
first time the two had seen each other in nearly eight years.

“You made my year,” Starkweather said, holding back
emotion. “l am really, really honored that you remember
me.”

Sher Mu Ku credits educators like Starkweather for helping
her achieve excellence during her time at Omaha Public
Schools.

“If it wasn’t for them, | wouldn’t want to be where | am right
now,” she said. “I really thank them for doing all that they
can to help me and support me along the way.”

Sher Mu Ku earned recognition as one of Omaha Public
Schools Top Seniors among the Class of 2024. Her
accomplishments include student body president, senior
council and National Honor Society. She participated in
clubs like HOSA - Future Health Professionals and took
part in Upward Bound and College Possible. She also
found success as a student athlete, participating in soccer
and swimming.

“My greatest strengths come from being in this high school
and joining many activities and being a part of so many
things,” she said. “I feel like it will help me to do what | want
to do in the future.”
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Sher Mu Ku’s path to success included time at Franklin
Elementary, Hartman Elementary, Hale Middle and
Northwest High. She started as a multilingual learner.
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Omaha Public Schools prepares all
students for success in college, career
and life. Our Portrait of a Graduate
devines what every student should know
and be able to do upon graduation.
Starting in Pre-K, students learn

skills to become Resilient Achievers,
Collaborators, Communicators, Critical
Thinkers, Innovators and Civic & Global
Contributors.

“I speak Karen and English. When | started, | didn’t know
proper English, but | knew basic English,” she shared. “I had
English as a Second Language (ESL) teachers that would
help me and also adults and mentors that would help me
learn more about my grammar and reading English.”

Her family’s journey inspired her to prioritize education.
“My motivation comes from my parents, especially as an
immigrant or a refugee from a different country. Since they
weren’t given that opportunity to achieve higher education,
| feel like it’s my duty to do what they never had the
opportunity to do.”

Sher Mu Ku'’s gratitude extends to educators in the Omaha
Public Schools and the support offered along the way. She is
now pursuing a career in healthcare.

“I would like to say thank you for always believing in me,” she
told Starkweather when they reunited. “And just providing for
a better relationship between me and my peers and allowing
us to have great memories that we can always look back on.”

Seeing a student come full circle makes the work even more
worthwhile for those who serve in Omaha Public Schools.
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