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LOS GATOS HIGH SCHOOL | SARATOGA HIGH SCHOOL

A Message from Superintendent Rocha
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Dear LGSUHSD Family,

For the nation, September 11, 2001, is remembered as one of the most tragic days
in our history. For our district, it carries a unique and personal meaning. On that
tragic morning, Los Gatos HS alumni Todd Beamer and Mark Bingham were among
the passengers aboard United Airlines Flight 93, the plane that became forever
etched in history for the courage of its passengers and crew.

When Flight 93 was hijacked, Todd, Mark, and others made the extraordinary
decision to fight back. Their actions prevented the plane from reaching its intended
target in Washington DC, saving countless lives and making Flight 93 a symbol of
bravery, unity, and selflessness. Instead of striking its target, the plane crashed in a
field in Pennsylvania, an outcome that is incredibly tragic, yet profoundly heroic.

For our community, this history is not far away or abstract. It is the story of two young
men who once walked the same halls and lived in the same community; alumni who
embodied the very values we hope to nurture in all our students - integrity,

resilience, and the courage to act on behalf of others.

In the Town of Los Gatos, their legacy is honored at the Flame of Liberty Memorial at
the Civic Center. It stands not only as a tribute to Todd and Mark, but also as a
reminder to all of us that every day people - even those from our own school and
community - can rise to meet history’s most difficult moments with strength and
selflessness.

As we remember Patriot’'s Day today, may we honor their example by fostering in our
schools the same spirit of compassion, courage, and community that Todd and Mark
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showed the world. | encourage each of us to carry their legacy forward in our daily
actions by lifting one another up, serving our community, and choosing courage in
the face of challenge.

With remembrance and gratitude,

Heath Rocha
Superintendent



