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Ridgeview baseball coach Robert Shahan went 
for it all, and it paid off handsomely for the 
Wolf Pack.
Knowing it would take three wins in a span of 
five days to win a second CIF Southern Cali-
fornia Division IV Regional Baseball title, the 
first-year head coach trusted in his pitching 
staff and saved his ace Joel Gutierrez for the 
regional finals.
The Wolf Pack did the job getting to the finals, 
including a semifinal win over Costa Mesa-Es-
tancia at Bakersfield College two days after 
Ridgeview defeated Riverside-Notre Dame 
13-3 at Cal State Bakersfield. 
And just 24 hours after the semifinal win on 
a Friday in June, Gutierrez pitched a three-
hit, complete-game shutout in a 1-0 win at 
Wilmington-Banning on a sunny Saturday 
afternoon for the D-IV regional title just four 
years after winning the inaugural champion-
ship in D-IV in 2021.
Ridgeview, along with Bellflower-St. John 
Bosco, are the only teams to win two SoCal 
regional baseball championships. 
“It really comes down to trust,” Shahan said. 
“I trust every guy on our team and in our pro-
gram. It was close, we were sweating bullets 
(Friday night), but the feeling of rolling out 
here in a championship game with Joel Guti-
errez on the mound, that’s a very comforting 
feeling.”
Gutierrez, the first-team All-South Yosemite 
Valley League pitcher, did not give up a run in 

28 innings pitched during the Central Section 
and CIF SoCal regional playoffs, including a 
complete-game shutout in a 2-0 win over Kings-
burg for the section D-II title in Visalia. 
“I didn’t sweat one bit. I knew my guys were 
going to go up there and battle,” Gutierrez said.
But he needed help in a pitching battle with 
Banning starting pitcher Matthew Gonzalez.
Scoreless going into the top of the seventh 
inning, Gutierrez hit a two-out single and was 
replaced by Isaiah Marquez as a courtesy runner. 
The next at-bat, junior Adrian Bravo launched 
a pitch into deep center field on a double that 
scored Marquez from first for the game-winning 
run.
Gutierrez retired the final 11 batters he faced 
including two groundouts to standout fresh-
man shortstop Jacob Quintero, who also had 
two singles at the plate, before Gutierrez’s final 
strikeout of the season came in a championship 
celebration.
Junior Gabriel Stevens was also named first-team 
all-league, while pitcher Ben Castro, catcher Ma-
son Refuerzo, Quintero and outfielder Keisyun 
Allen were named second-team. Martin Castro 
and Adrian Bravo were named all-league hon-
orable mention.
When Ridgeview won the regional title in 2021, 
the current seniors on the roster were still in 
middle school, but the coaching staff, including 
Shahan as a longtime assistant four years ago, 
knew what it took to get there.
Ridgeview ended the regular season on a 13-
game win streak giving up just 21 runs during 
that final stretch. 
And with a bevy of talent set to return in 2026, 
the Wolf Pack and the first-year head coach seem 
poised for another deep playoff run.
“It really comes down to the boys,” Shahan said. 
“I am just so proud of them. We challenged them 
every single day to be better and grow as athletes 
and as human beings. They answered the call. 
I’m here for a long time. I’m here to build. Yeah, 
we won this year and I hope we win every year, 
but it’s a long career for me and I’m just getting 
started.”
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