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When Harmony Science Academy-Pflugerville senior Kayla
A. first heard about the Early College High School program,
she wasn’t sure it fit her dream of becoming a doctor.

“I knew | wanted to be a doctor,” Kayla said, “but | was
hesitant because it takes so long.”

Now, she’s on track to graduate with 60 college credits—
saving time, money, and a big head start toward medical
school.

“My parents encouraged me [to do it like this] because it
would help me reach my goal faster, get into medical school
sooner, and save money,” Kayla said.

Similarly, Allison Martinez, a 2025 graduate from
Harmony School of Advancement-Houston, built her path
to engineering success with Harmony’s strong support
system—from middle school STEM classes to internships
and college scholarships.

Both students show how Harmony Public Schools helps
bridge the gap between high school and college through a
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network of programs, resources, and guidance that support
every student’s journey to higher education.

“I learned how to approach challenges with structure and
persistence,” Allison said.

Early Foundation Building: Where College Preparation
Begins

Allison’s journey demonstrates how Harmony’s college
preparation begins years before students even think about
applications. When she stepped into her first STEM course in
middle school, she was entering a carefully designed system
that builds college readiness from the ground up.

“We give our students early exposure to all things STEM so
they’re equipped to make informed choices when they reach
ninth grade,” explained Janet Nimer, Harmony’s director of
PreK-5th STEM. “By the time they’re selecting their Program
of Study, they’re making strategic decisions based on real
experience and passion.”
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Twelve Pathways to College Success

Harmony’s 12 programs of study represent one of the most
comprehensive approaches to college preparation available
in public education. These four-year sequences create
direct pipelines from high school interests to college majors
and careers, including Accounting and Financial Services,
Biomedical Science, Business Management, Cybersecurity,
Diagnostic and  Therapeutic  Services, Engineering
Foundations, Graphic Design and Interactive Media, Law
Enforcement, Mechanical and Aerospace Engineering,
Programming and Software Development, Web Development,
and Networking Systems.

Allison’s success in the Engineering Foundations program
demonstrates how these pathways work. By high school, her
middle school design thinking had evolved into professional-
level skills, combining Autodesk certifications with Advanced
Placement coursework—the kind of academic rigor paired with
industry credentials that distinguishes Harmony graduates.

Academic Excellence Through Multiple Pathways
In Harmony Public Schools-West Texas district, the path from
high school to higher education is becoming stronger each
year. Through a growing network of Advanced Placement (AP),
Dual Credit, and OnRamps courses, students are earning real
college experience while still in high school.

Thenumbersillustrate the effectiveness of thiscomprehensive
approach:

* AP enrollment surged 26% year-over-year,

* AP Exam participation jumped 25%;

»Passing rates climbed 14 points to an impressive 49-52%.
Meanwhile, 26 dual credit courses allow students to earn
college credits while maintaining high school support systems
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“These programs give our students confidence and a sense
of belonging in higher education,” said Mesut Yilmaz, West
Texas district college access coordinator. “When they realize
they can succeed in college-level courses now, it changes
how they see their future.”

Harmony students can begin taking college-level courses as
early as their freshman year, receiving guidance from college
advisors, success coaches, and Harmony teachers who help
them balance their academic responsibilities.

Harmony’s OnRamps program provides another pathway to
college readiness by offering university-level coursework with
comprehensive support systems built in.

Industry Certifications and Professional Experience
When Harmony Public Schools—Houston North District
received a $233,225 Jobs and Education for Texans (JET)
grant, the investment went directly toward expanding
pathways to college success through industry certifications.

Allison’s story shows how industry partnerships can open
unique doors for college and career preparation. Her strong
performance in a coding competition caught the attention of
Lockheed Martin, leading to an internship where she was the
only high school student on a professional engineering team.

“It wasn’t just about technical work,” Allison said of her three
summers with Lockheed Martin. “It was about discipline,
perseverance, and continuous improvement.”

She also presented her breadboarding project—an
electronic voting machine she designed—to the Walton Family
Foundation Board of Directors, including Jim Walton.

“That experience was surreal,” Allison said. “When Mr.
Walton said my project was the best, | realized how powerful
STEM education can be.”
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