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Location

Baltimore, MD

Project Category

K-12 Education

Locatedwithin threecity blocksof eachotherand

five miles east of BaltimoreõsInner Harbor, the

two new schools (Graceland Park-OõDonnell

HeightsES/MSandHolabirdAcademy)arebased

on a new, 94,000 sf prototype design that

demonstrateBaltimoreõsfocus on project-based

learning, sustainability, and energy-conscious

designfor schoolsin an urbanenvironment. Both

areLEEDPlatinumandareNetZeroEnergy.

Project Summary



TwoSchools,OneMission
Though the floor plans are nearly identical, the two schools have completely different community partnership programs within andunique sites outside. Utilizing 

the sites as teaching tools, the schools are equipped with student vegetable and herb gardens, rainwater cisterns, outdoor classrooms, rooftop solar labs, and 

vegetative roofs that further push innovation while intertwining sustainable concepts in education ðstaying true to their mission to nurture, engage, and 

empower the whole child for life-long excellence.
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Education and Community in One Prototype

Concept Model

This prototype design was created for these two, Pre-K through Grade 8 schools (capacity 640 students). The Media Center and Music Rooms are adjacent to their own 

courtyards and a main stair separates these public spaces with the more private classroom spaces in the wing beyond. The grades are organized in clusters by age group.  

The youngest scholars (Pre-K, K, and lower elementary) are on the lowest level while the upper elementary and middle school scholars are on the second floor.  Science, art, 

technology, and an exterior roof-top solar lab anchor the central corridor connections, accessible to all.  

Prototype First Floor Plan Prototype Second Floor Plan



The Wonder Wall
Uponentranceto both schools,studentsare greetedby staff in a securevestibule. The

main lobby is a nexusof the Gymnasium,Cafetorium,and a colorful seatingand display

zonecalled the WonderWall. An energydashboardtouchscreendisplaysreal-time and

historicalenergyconsumptionand solarharvestingin easy-to-understandgraphsas well

as a 360-degree virtual tour of the green features. Daylight streams from clerestory

windowsto these connectedspaces,creatinga wonderfulgatheringspacefor students

duringthe dayandthe communityafterhours.
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