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Whitman-Walker envisions a society where all people are seen for 
who they are, treated with dignity and respect, and afforded equal 
opportunity to health and wellbeing.  Whitman-Walker has been part 
of the fabric of the local DC and national community as first 
responder and care-provider for those living with HIV; a leader in 
LGBTQ care and advocacy; a research center working to discover 
breakthroughs in HIV treatment and prevention science.  The Max 
Robinson Center is a LEED Gold, 116,000 gsf facility, located in Ward 
8, as the newest addition to the Whitman-Walker health care system. 

The design approach for this project started with an analysis of the 
entire site also referred to as Parcel 17 of the St Elizabeth’s East 
redevelopment. The decision to locate the structure at the far 
western portion of Parcel 17 was determined based on several 
factors including making this project the gateway building the 
campus, creating a new public park for the community and the 
unique shape of the site.  The narrowness of the western portion of 
the site gave us challenges that were solved by creating a plan in 
which the core is offset to maximize the utilization and efficiency of 
the floor plate.  

The final parti focused on the two distinctive sides of the site.  One 
side publicly facing and the first view of the gateway to the campus 
and the other side facing the interior of the campus with a gentle 
curve as it aligns with the street.  The campus is an historic site with 
19th century brick building fabric.  This project expresses on the 
public side a series of grided panels as a metaphor for windows into 
the site and on the side facing into the campus we embellished the 
soft curve with glass and the signature lighting expressing a more 
emotive image relating to the services and population that Whitman-
Walker serves.  





Main entrance to the St. Elizabeths East Campus.  The Max Robinson Center forms a gateway into the historic 19th century brick campus.









On the east side, a public park was included to provide more accessibility into the site and to provide needed community open space.





Floor plan and site plan development illustrating the new public park as part of this project and the architectural parti. 
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