





Entering from the peak, visitors are awed by the framed view of
Mt. Rosa, the summit that Zebulon Pike climbed in 1806. The
architecture of the pavilion highlights the relationship between

the two landforms; the viewing angle from the upper lobby to Mt.

Rosa slopes down 3.5-degrees, with the same angle echoed by
the roof’s upward slope.

“The summit of
the Grand Peak,
which was entirely
bare of vegetation
and covered with
snow...| believed
no human being
could have
ascended to its
pinnacle.”

Lebulon Pike
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With modern amenities and expanded
opportunities to engage with the history,
ecology, and natural beauty of the summit,
the new, sustainable visitor center allows
Pikes Peak—once considered impossible
to climb and now an iconic American
destination—to continue to inspire for
generations to come.



Two accessible roof decks, an elevated viewing platform, and a network of protected
walkways stage a series of opportunities to experience the drama of the landscape all
while protecting this fragile ecosystem. Visitors who wish to wander the summit can
follow a series of fully accessible walkways, which are designed with gradual elevation
changes and resting areas to mitigate the fatigue that can occur at high altitude.



Exterior materials were
chosen for extreme
durability and were
subjected to year-long
exposure testing at the peak.
Final material selections
included natural materials
with through-body solid
composition including
stone, integrally colored
concrete, and weathering
steel that remain functional
and weather gracefully.
Curtainwall assemblies
required custom engineering
and laboratory testing

for hurricane and missile
projectile force conditions.
The exposed sides of

the curtainwall received
hurricane shutters that
close in high wind conditions
to protect the glazing.









